
TEACHER COMPENSATION MODEL
WAUSAU SCHOOL DISTRICT

● New Teacher Placement
○ New teachers are placed on the single lane compensation system using a

combination of their total years of experience, their degree level and a
comparison with internal teachers with similar backgrounds.

○ A new teacher is aligned as closely as possible to those that are determined to
be similar in background, position and experience in order to maintain the
integrity of our pay system and avoid the “leapfrog effect” for new hires.

● Vertical movement on July 1st of each academic year

● A  Master’s Degree, or National Board Certification, or completing five Highly
Qualified Teacher Academies with Tier 3 placement on the Four Tier Model is
required to move beyond step 118 on the Single Lane Model.

● Step advancement for earning an initial Master’s Degree (additional +2) or an
initial NBCT (additional +1) once placed on the single lane model.



For teachers who have spent any time on the (old) Four Tier Model

Are you able
to move

beyond the
bold line at
Step 118?

Will you qualify
for an

additional 2
steps for a
Master’s
Degree?

Will you qualify for an
additional 1 step  for
NBCT recognition?

If your last placement while on the old model was in Tier 4: YES NO NO

If you advanced to Tier 3 through earning the necessary
Highly Qualified Teacher Academies, and your last
placement is in Tier 3:

YES NO YES

If you advanced to Tier 3 through earning a Master's
Degree, and your last placement is in Tier 3:

YES NO YES

If you advanced to Tier 3 through earning National Board
of Certified Teachers (NBCT), and your last placement is
in Tier 3:

YES YES NO

If you earned a Master's Degree prior to your last year on
the Four Tier model and your last placement is in Tier 1 or
Tier 2:

YES NO YES

If you transitioned to the new model lacking NBCT, a
Master’s Degree, or a Master’s Degree equivalent:

NOT until
Master’s or

NBCT

YES YES

For teachers having initial placement on the Single Lane Teacher Compensation Model

Are you able
to move

beyond the
bold line at
Step 118?

Will you qualify
for an

additional 2
steps for a
Master’s
Degree?

Will you qualify for an
additional 1 step  for
NBCT recognition?

If you were initially placed on the new model lacking NBCT
or a Master’s Degree:

NOT until
Master’s or

NBCT

YES YES

If you were initially placed on the new model with a
recognized Master’s Degree:

YES NO YES

If you were initially placed on the new model with a
recognized NBCT designation:

YES YES NO
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